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NINETY-FIRST ANNIVERSARY OF THE BRIT- 
ISH AND FOREIGN BIBLE SOCIETY. 
ADDRESS BY THE REV. W. E. COUSINS, OF MADAGASCAR. 


Eighteen years ago, my lord, it was my privilege 
to stand on this platform at an annual meeting of the 
British and Foreign Bible Society to lay before it 
some account of the work of Bible translation and 
revision in the island of Madagascar. At that time 
our Bible revision committee had been but recently 
formed. It had been at work for about two years 
The memories of that revision work are now fast 
dying away in the dimness of the distant past. Eight 
years ago, through God’s blessing, we brought our 
work to a successful termination, and now for six 


years these new revised Malagasy Bibles have been 


in the hands of the people; and I come to you this 
morning, speaking to you from personal experience, 


and rejoicing in my own heart, to tell you that from~ 


the very first these Bibles have met with a most 
appreciative reception, and I believe that our new 
version is finding for itself a well-established place in 
the intelligence and the affections of the Malagasy 
people. Iam quite satisfied to-day upon one point, 
about which, in the earlier years of my Malagasy 
experience, I used sometimes to feel a little skeptical. 
It was a strange thing to go among a people in 
many respects so unlike ourselves and to learn a 
language that was at the beginning so very strange to 
us; and often my mind was tormented by a kind of 
skepticism. I thought sometimes we were using 
words that awakened different ideas perhaps in the 
minds of these people from those we wished to com- 
municate to them. I may say that a longer experi- 
ence and a fuller knowledge of the people have swept 
away all this skepticism, and the longer I remain in 
Madagascar the less I think of those points in which 
the natives differ from ourselves and the more am I 
assured of the common oneness of our humanity. I 
am perfectly satisfied to-day from practical use of the 
Malagasy Bible in missionary work during many 
years, and from close observation of the use which 
the natives themselves make of it, that our version 
does speak to these people in words which they under- 
stand and in words which they love, and it does 
bring to them with clearness and force the very heart 
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of the gospel, the great story of God’s love made 
known to us in Jesus Christ, His Son. It would 
delight you to come into our Malagasy churches and 
to see for yourselves the interest with which the peo- 
ple listen to the reading of the sacred Scrip‘ures. 
When the Bible is well read, the words seem to have 
a charm for the people; and I may tell you, too, that 
many of those people—and, thank God, a growing 
number year by year—study that book carefully and 
prayerfully in private, and find in it the nowsishment 
which their spiritual life demands. God grant, then, 
that through the coming years this translation, upon 
which the representatives of all Protestant missionary 
societies there and this society spent the labors of 
eleven years, may be a source of light and strength to 
the churches in Madagascar. Improvements in our 
translation will doubtless be required as the years go 
by, but I feel convinced in my own mind that no body 
of future revisers will ever find it necessary to put on 
one side the work which we have once for all accom- 
plished. I think we do well this morning, remember- 
ing the crisis that has arisen in the affairs of Madagas- 
car, to remind ourselves of what we have done to 
help the people in this their time of trial. What that 
trial is you know right well. France has sent forth 
her soldiers, armed with all the appliances of modern 
warfare, to settle, as they say, once for all the Mada- 
gascar question. The President of the republic, 
speaking to the troops just before they left, told them 
that a civilizing mission had been intrusted to them 
by the republic. These missionaries of the republic 
then left their homes amid showers of bouquets and 
the inspiriting strains of martial music. Public prayers 
were offered in the churches of France for the success 
of the expedition, and it seems now at length that the 
ancient rights which France believes she has so long 
possessed in Madagascar will be effectively asserted, 

and probably before long the dream of two centuries’ 
may be realized and Madagascar may become a 
French possession. Into the political aspects of this 


_ question I do not intend to enter this morning, but I 


cannot forbear saying one thing, and it is this: What 
fills France at the present moment with this exuber- 
ance of enthusiasm is filling the hearts of thousands 
of our Christian friends in Madagascar with something 
little short of dismay. To the Queen and her subjects 


130 


out there this French aggression threatens to bring in 
its train what they regard as national ruin. What 
to the French President appears to be a civilizing 
mission seems to them an attempt to destroy the very 
foundations of their national life. It is not in our 
power to render them any material assistance, and 
political agitation might only increase the difficulties 
and complications already existing. But one thing 
we can do: we can sympathize with them in this their 
hour of trial, and we can remember them daily at the 
footstool of Him who is the Supreme Ruler, and who, 
we believe, will overrule even these disastrous cir- 
cumstances for the true good of his people by-and-by. 
God, in His mercy, grant that this contest may be but 
brief, and that it may be overruled in ways which we 
cannot now see to the extension of His work. Did 
it not touch your hearts to read in the Dazly Tele- 
graph, a week or two ago, Mr. Bennett Burleigh’s 
graphic description of the great public political meet- 
ing in Antananarivo? There the young Christian 
Queen, speaking to those tens of thousands of her 
people, said: “ Be of one mind, of one resolve, let us 
work together for the accomplishment of our glorious 
purpose, to keep ourselves and our land free;’’ and 
later on she added, “ God bless us and preserve our 
native land from disaster and peril.” Who can view 
a small people like the Malagasy, just now struggling 
to maintain their independence, without feeling with 
them the deepest and truest sympathy? It may 
probably be that in the order of God’s providence 
greater benefits may ultimately accrue to Madagascar 
—the common people of the land, at least—than 
would result from simply leaving them to their own 
resources. I know that many believe this. In the 
meantime, however, the advantages are all problem- 
atical and future, and the evils are working mischief 
there to-day. I am quite sure of this, that if I were 
to go out to Madagascar and try to persuade my 
friends there that they would benefit greatly from this 
civilizing mission, they would shake their heads and 
say that they preferred to maintain their independ- 
ence. It seems, then, that we must leave them in 
the hands of God. We cannot interfere actively, but 
we can sympathize with them, and we can, as I say, 
pray for them. In the meantime, however, it seems 
appropriate in a Bible society meeting that I should 
remind you of what you have done in the past, and 
thank God for what you are doing still, to help these 
people. If in God’s goodness they be kept-faithful to 
Him in their time of trial, you will have the satisfac- 
tion of knowing they owe much to you. You have 
been supplying them with that spiritual nutriment 
which has made them strong and taught them to 
trust in the living God. It seemed to me a fact full 
of significance a few weeks ago, when I took upa 
_ newspaper and found two notices about Madagascar 
not very widely separated from one another. One 
was a statement of certain facts connected with the 
French expedition. The other was a report of a 
resolution of the Bible society, stating that at the ear- 
nest request of the Madagascar committee it had 
resolved to print a marginal reference edition of the 
Scriptures. I may in passing say—because the fact 
may be of interest to some who are here this morning 
—that the references for this edition have been most 
carefully prepared by a lady belonging to the Society 
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of Friends—Miss Helen Gilpin—who went out to 
Madagascar in 1869. I may say also that the edition 
is being printed under the editorial care of the Rev. 
J. Richardson, who also went out in the same year 
and in the same vessel with Miss Gilpin. These two 
statements to which I have referred appeared side by 
side in the same paper, and they, seem to me very 
significant. France is attempting to crush the Hova 
independence, and we, on the other hand, are provid- 
ing new editions of the Scriptures. France is sending 
out her men provided with all the modern appliances 
which science can supply for the destruction of human 
life ; we are sending out that word which brings life 
wherever it goes. We are not, I suppose, so foolish 
as to believe that the Bibles we ship to Madagascar 
will keep back the French army; but we do believe 
this, that the Bibles which we prepare for these peo- 
ple, helping them to a fuller and more_intelligent 
study of the word which they have so long received, 
will, in God’s goodness, be their shield and defence 
from the great evils we fear. There is something in 
the minds of many of us quite apart from the thought 
of a French protectorate being established in Mada- 
gascar. It is this, that if a Roman Catholic body 
gets the predominence in that interesting island 
Protestant Christianity will be doomed. With such 
fears I have very little sympathy. I do not think our 
Protestantism there rests upon so slight a foundation 
or can be so readily overthrown. I have seen these 
Protestant churches grow up. There were only 
twenty or thirty when I first landed in Madagascar, 
and there are to-day 2,000, and the total number of 
l’rotestant Christians in the island is more than 300,000. 
The faith of these people has been nourished in the 
word of God. They love that word and they have 
made it their guide. The Bible holds a most promi- 
nent position in all their services. I may say, indeed, 
that the open Bible is the glory and strength of our 


Pretestant congregations there ; and I do not believe ~ 


that anything France can do will destroy a work which 
rests upon such foundations. I do not think for a 
moment that anything which the Church of Rome can 
offer will take the place of what these people have 
been receiving themselves from the study of God’s 


holy word, and this is my confidence. We have had - 


upon our lips of late very often the name of Tahiti. 
We remember the action of France in Tahiti half a 
century ago, and many persons draw a parallel 
between the treatment which Queen Pomare received 
and the treatment our Christian Queen Ranavalona 
III. is now receiving in Madagascar. The parallel 
may be to a certain extent ominous; but, dear friends, 
let me remind you of this, that French rule in Tahiti 
for fifty years has not destroyed the Protestant 
church there; and so I believe that these churches in 
Madagascar will still be Protestant and still cling to 
their Bible-nourished faith. And in concluding this 
speech this morning I will express the wish—I think 
a well-founded and reasonable wish—that we who 
work in Madagascar and those who may come after 
us in future years, with a growing Christian com- 
munity and a work ever extending more and more 
into the vast heathen districts of the land, may come 


to this Bible society time after time asking for fresh _ 
and larger supplies of the Bibles which you so gener- 
ously provide. I think we may all unite in that — 
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prayer and ask God to take care of His work in 
Madagascar in days to come, and grant that a Bible- 
loving people may be preserved in their hour of dark- 
ness and danger. 


FOREIGN DEP, ARTM NTS 


From China, Turkey, and different parts of South 
America there come tidings of violent assaults upon 
Christian workers, such as may well be deemed por- 
tentous, although thus far there have been no unusual 
hindrances reported in the way of circulating the 
Scriptures. One cannot tell what a day will bring 
forth, but when the heathen rage and the people 
imagine a vain thing we fall back on the assurance that 
God will make the wrath of man praise Him and 
restrain the remainder thereof. 


VENEZUELA.—Mr. Norwood writes from Ciudad 
Bolivar : 

From Carupano to Trinidad during the month of 
June the strongest sea-current prevailed that has 
been known for twenty years. It was so strong 
and the wind so slight that no sailing vessel 
could stem it. The “ Aurora’’ tried it for three days, 
and advanced only about five miles. Thereupon 
Gonzales had her return to Carupano, which took 
less than an hour, and came with his helpers to Trin- 
idad and thence to this place by steamer. To-day 
we got our boxes opened and issued a supply to 
each colporteur, and their sales this afternoon have 
been as follows: Carillo, 7 copies; De Jong, 10; 
Quesada, 12; Broos, 13; and Gonzales, 35; in all 77 
copies. 

VENEZUELA.—Mr. Norwood reports his return to 
Caracas after his visit to Ciudad Bolivar was ended. 
He returned by sea, but found it impracticable to 
stop and work along the coast on account of the 
stringent customs regulations, which are worse than 
ever because of the smuggling from adjacent islands 
and the constant fears of a revolution. Some of the 
colporteurs who were to make the return journey 
overland had been sick with a malignant fever which 
has been prevalent in the interior of Venezuela, but 
at the last word were reported to be convalescent, 
and Mr. Norwood was making his arrangements to go 
and meet them and help in the sale of such books as 


they had left. 


S1am—Mr. Carrington’s report for six months 
shows larger sales of Scriptures than for any cor- 
responding period since he commenced his work. 
The entire distribution in Siam and Laos was 17,935 
volumes, and of these Mr. Carrington and his son 
sold 12,342, while correspondents and colporteurs 
disposed of 4,989 more. Six hundred ene four copies 
_ were given away. 

Inp1A.—The Arcot Mission of the Reformed 
Church in America report the sale in 1894 of 70 
Bibles, 20 Testaments, and 750 Portions, the proceeds 
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of sales amounting to somewhat more than 105 
rupees. 

CHINA.—The issues from the Shanghai depository 
for the six months ending with June, 1895, were large 
beyond all precedent, and from the supplies thus put 
into the hands of correspondents liberal distribution 
will be made if no untoward event forbids. The 
actual circulation during this period of six months 
was 161,663 volumes, an increase of 51,119 volumes 
over the corresponding period in 1894. 


Honpuras.—Mr. Penzotti writes from Amapala on 
the r1th of August: 

On the 5th we left Tegucigalpa in direction of 
this port, taking along a quantity of books, which 
were sold on the road. We made the trip in four 
days. The settlements along the way are not of much 
importance, but still there are houses to be found 
and the road is not bad. After passing through pri- 
vations and hardships I am filled with joy at having 
crossed Honduras from the Atlantic to the Pacific, 
sowing the word of life everywhere. Honduras has 
been well attended to in 1895, and will be in the 
future. 


ARGENTINA.—Mr, Holder writes: 

Our colporteurs in Bolivia are now nearing Sucre, 
and will make that city their headquarters for some 
time. I am convinced that an important work will be 
done there. Our colporteur in Las Felones is doing 
a good work. He visits every house faithfully, and 
his sales are large. In passing a church at Olavarria, 
as the people were coming out, he sold them a num- 
ber of Spanish Bibles and Testaments. The priest 
soon appeared, and gathering the people around him 
publicly denounced the books and urged them not 
to buy. No sooner had he gone than the curiosity of 
the people led them to make additional purchases to 
the value of $17. In Cordoba the priests pursued an- 
other course by offering to exchange with the people, 
giving them books of their own, beautifully bound, in 
exchange for the Bibles which they had been buying 
of the colporteur. 


PERSECUTION IN MEXICO. 


Mr. Hamilton quotes from a letter which had 
reached him with information of a foul assault upon 
one of the Society’s faithful colporteurs: 

‘‘Huerta was attacked at Atucuero by a mob who 
were egged on by the police. He had to hide ina 
loft, and a kindly-disposed friend took the ladder 
down before the people got in, but they crowded into 
the house, broke up some things, and stole all the 
large books which-he had left. One man cut at him 
with a knife and ruined his hat, which he used asa 
shield. He left the house about ten o’clock, and 
spent the rest of the night in the mountains, praying, 
he says, that all this may turn the people of this town 
to the gospel. I am seeing to it that the chief of 
police gets his reprimand, as he is the responsible 
party. Until he cried out against Huerta, no 
one had offered him an insult or any harm. I think 
it was in no wise due to Huerta’s imprudence, 
as he is cool and conciliatory in his disposition and 
work.” et 
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BRAZIL. 
Rio DE JANEIRO, July 11, 1895. 

I made’a trip recently to Minas Geraes to confer 
with some of our colporteurs and to engage two of 
the students in one of the Protestant colleges to serve 
as colporteurs for a mouth or two during their vaca- 
tion. I there met one young man who had studied 
for the priesthood, but through our colporteur had 
heard of the gospel, had obtained a Bible, and is now 
converted and studying for the ministry. 

One of the missionaries related an interesting inci- 
dent of a Bible left at the house of a farmer, the read- 
ing of which led to the conversion of several mem- 
bers of the family. It was then lent to a second, then 
to a third, and finally to a fourth family, in all of which 
like results followed. A lady heard of a missionary 
at work in a town not far away, and came to hear 
him preach and invite him to the farms. He made 
several visits there, and at last organized a church 
with twenty-four members. He regards this as the 
fruit of one Bible left in the community by one of our 
colporteurs. We are constantly hearing of similar 
results. 

I have a letter to-day from our colporteur, Da 
Silva, who has been into the interior of the State of 
Bahia. He had been two days in a small town named 
Villa de Giboia, when the priest sent a member of 
his family with a well-armed guard to attack him, 
which they did, compelling him to deliver up all his 
books to be burned in the public square. He was 
unable to obtain redress from the authorities, because 
the priest himself is considered the chief authority in 
the place. They took from him and burned 47 Bibles, 
50 New Testaments, and too Gospels. Among them 
was his own Bible, in which he had placed a sum of 
money equal to about fifty dollars for safe keeping. 
This also was burned. He had no recourse but to 
return to the capital and report to the chief of police. 
The chief told him that he had no power to force the 
priest to indemnify him, but he would see that he was 
secured against any new attack. The colporteur 
published a full report of the incident in one of the 
daily papers and returned to his work. Doubtless it 
will finally result in the furtherance of the gospel in 
that part of the country. Such is our prayer. 

ES GeLuCKERS 


EUROPEAN TURKEY MISSION. 
SAMOKOY, Bulgaria, August 19, 1895. 

The European Turkey Mission of the American 
Board, now holding its twenty-fourth annual meeting 
in this place, send heartfelt greetings to the Officers 
of the American Bible Society, invoking heaven’s 
richest blessings upon them and the work in which 
they are engaged. 

An unusually large number of the missionaries of 
this mission are present at our meetings, all the fami- 
lies, except Mr. Baird’s, being represented. Although 
our reverend father, Dr. Briggs, is in his usual health, 
he is unable to endure the fatigue of such a journey, 
and therefore he is not with us. We have been great- 
ly favored in having Dr. Long, of Robert College, 
with us for nearly a week, and Pastor Popsff and 
Professor Tsanoff have been present as delegates of 
the Bulgarian Evangelical Society. 

Although the statistics and details of the sales of 
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Scriptures’ during the past year have undoubtedly 
been communicated to you by Mr. Bowen, I would 
call your attention to the increase in the number of 
volumes sold in the Philippopolis field as reported by 
Mr. Marsh. The condition of the country and its un- 
precedented financial distress have been unfavorable 
for large sales, but nearly four hundred copies more 
than the year before were sold. 

It is impossible to estimate the value of the work 
done by our faithful, persevering colporteurs. By 
means of these humble agents the bread of life is dis- 
pensed to many famishing souls throughout this land, 
and we desire again to express our gratitude to God 
for the American Bible Society, which sends forth so 
constantly into the dark places of the earth the re- 
freshing streams of light and truth. 

Respectfully submitted in behalf of the Mission, 

EsTHER T. MALTBIE. 


PROGRESS OF SENTIMENT AMONG 
THE OLD ARMENIANS. 

Not long since our Agency united with the Evan- 
gelical Church of Constantinople in presenting forty 
Modern Armenian Testaments to the national Arme- 
nian Hospital for use among the patients there. 
What happened will be best understood from the 
following extracts taken from the Aairenik, one of 
the leading Armenian newspapers of the city : 

The Hatrenikz, June 24, 1895.—Dr. Tiryakian, the 
chief doctor of the Armenian Hospital, a few days 
ago saw one of the patients reading a book with great 
interest and pleasure. What gives pleasure toa sick 
person is presumably one of the best medicines. 
The doctor therefore inquired what the book was, 
and learned that it was a Modern Armenian Testa- 
ment, printed in very plain letters and intelligible 
language. He thought it desirable to obtain, if pos- 
sible, thirty or forty copies of the book for the use of 
other patients also. While wondering how to get 
them, he met a Protestant friend, who promised to 
secure forty copies for him. It might be that religious 
zeal for the wide distribution of the gospel was the 
motive of the Protestant friend. But that is not essen- 
tial to our purpose. We simply want to know whether 
an Armenian gains or loses by possessing a Modern 
Armenian Testament. Present an Armenian with a 
Testament in the ancient language, no one will criticise. 
Should it chance to be in the modern tongue, will it be 
evil or mischievous? Certainly rot. The modern 
Armenian language as such cannot stamp upon the 
gospel an injurious attribute. It may be translated 
into Greek, Latin, French, Bulgarian, Slavic, or any 
other language, without losing its sacred character. 
The same is true in regard to the modern Armenian. 
In short, it would be very absurd to say that this book 
ceases to be the gospel when printed in modern 
Armenian,.or when distributed by a Protestant. Dr. 


Tiryakian has ingenuously ordered the forty Testa- _ 


ments to be sent to the hospital committee, never 
imagining that such a gift would cause the “pious” 
members of the committee anxiety for the safety of 


the Armenian Church. This committee has decided 
not to accept the gift without first referring the matter — 


to the national religious committee. What an im- 


portant matter indeed! How is it possible to let a _ 


> 


September, 1895. 


sick Armenian read a Modern Armenian Testament 
when that book is presented by a Protestant, and the 
invalid is kept in an Armenian institution! This was 
a startling innovation, requiring a very careful con- 
sideration, and the “learned”? committee has ob- 
served the necessary caution. We do not advise any 
man to accept blindly the opinion of another, because 
opinions which were supposed most sound prove to 
be without scientific foundation. But in this case the 
committee ought to have known that Dr. Tiryakian is 
a good believer and a zealous worker for the Armeni- 
au Church, that he is a man of science and philoso- 
phy, and knows far better than the members of the 
committee as to what is bad and what is good for the 
church. Their duty was simply to accept the doctor’s 
plan. Where a manis ignorant, he ought to comply 
with the well-proved knowledge of his superior. 

The Haireniz, June 30.—The hospital committee 
has after all accepted the Modern Armenian Testa- 
ments presented a few days ago for the benefit of the 
patients. We have previously written a special article 
on this subject, in which our intention was to extirpate 
the dislike which has by tradition come down to us 
against the Modern Armenian Bible, and against that 
portion of our nation which uses it. We say “by 
tradition” because we know very well that those 
antagonists have no reason of their own for the dis- 
like they show. They have simply inherited that idea 
from those who have gone before, and have neither 
the knowledge nor the ability to ascertain whether it 
isright or wrong. Our article was mainly intended 
as a criticism of such people. We are very much 
pleased to notice that we must not hereafter place 
the hospital committee under the class of people to 
whom we addressed our criticism. Some of the 
members did indeed hesitate to accept the gift think- 
ing that there might be those among the people who 
would object. But we are glad that the excessive 
discretion of those members has not deprived the 
hospital of the gift. We wish our criticism on this 
subject might produce its effect upon others also who 
still cling to old, effete ideas. 

Apropos ofthe spirit insisted upon by the Hazrenik 
as the right spirit, we read in one of our colporteur’s 
letters of an Armenian priest in the interior, showing 


_the greatest interest in the colporteur’s work. He 


purchased ten copies himself for use in his Sunday 
class. He introduced the colporteur to prominent 
Armenians, and used his.influence with them to per- 
suade them to purchase. And the good priest even 
accompanied him on a journey to a neighboring vil- 
lage to help him in his work. 

In another large city, the head priest bought an 
Armeno-Turkish Bible to read in the church. This is 
a much larger concession than that even of the 
hospital committee, as the Turkish language is now 
especially unpopular among Armenians simply be- 
cause it is Turkish. M. Bowen. 


BIBLE WORK IN EGYPT. 
BY THE REV. MARCELLUS BOWEN, AGENT OF THE 
AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY. 
Travellers in Egypt are often impressed by the 
fact that it is jointly occupied by Thomas Cook & 


BrsLE Sociery ReEcorD. 


133 


Son, and by the Mission of the United Presbyterian 
Church of America. This, of course, is entirely 
outside the realm of politics, as to which there is 
another kind of joint occupation with which the whole 
world is more familiar. It is one of the happy feat- 
ures of missionary enterprise in Egypt that it 
is conspicuous, especially to very many of the class 
to whom Cook’s touring arrangements are conspic- 
uous. It is good, noble work that that mission is — 
doing, a work that has no reason to dread the 
visits of travellers, and one a careful study of which 
by travellers is likely to increase faith in the cause 
generally. 

Very prominent in the work of this mission is what 
it does for Bible work in connection with the Con- 
stantinople or Levant Agency of the American Bible 
Society and at the expense of that Society. Bible 
work as well as missionary work is much simplified 
in this district by the fact of a one universal language, 
the Arabic. This lessens at once the work of super- 
intendence and the amount of stock necessary for any 
colporteur to carry. Besides, the population is 
crowded and the villages are very numerous, so that 
the colporteur with his donkey and his stock of 
books can easily wend his way from one place to an- 
other and visit many different towns in a very short 
time. Of the total population of approximately 
7,000,000, about 6,000,000 are claimed as Moslems. 
Bible distribution among them is much less restricted 
than among the Moslems of Turkey« 

The one common language of Moslems and Chris- 
tians is Arabic, and the sales, of course, are princi- 
pally in this language. On this account it is impossi- 
ble to determine how many of those sold actually go 
to Moslems. It is fair to assume that it is a consider- 
able proportion of the total. More or less reluctance 
has been manifested by the colporteurs in the past to 
visit Moslem villages, or to make any special effort 
for Moslems even in the mixed villages. This has 
been due partly to a feeling that such effort was 
scarcely worth while, as the Moslems would not buy, 
and partly, no doubt, to the prejudice which even 
colporteurs have found it difficult to avoid, that the 
conversion of Moslems to Christianity was not to be 
expected, scarcely to be prayed for with faith. It is 
a happy circumstance that the colporteurs are discov- 
ering new grounds of hope for these people and are 
actually working for them with enlarging zeal. With- 
out doubt an increasing number of copies are being 
distributed among the Moslems every year. At 
present the greater share of the distribution work is 
among the Copts. The old Coptic language is dead, 
in a sense not true of the Greek and Armenian 
languages. The latter two, though corrupt, are yet 
spoken languages. They both show a very marked 
tendency upward to the ancient standard. In both 
the Scriptures are printed in various forms and edi- 
tions in both the ancient and modern. But there 
seems to be no such thing as a modern Coptic. The 
language has disappeared, and Arabic has com- 
pletely taken its place. There are a few small por- 
tions of the Coptic New Testament printed and cir- 
culated: by the British and Foreign Bible Society, — 
but there is no work in the Coptic language worth 
mention. 

Thus the one universal language both of Moslems 
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and Christians being Arabic, Bible work in Egypt 
necessarily awaited the progress of Arabic translation. 
Previous to the seventeenth century various at- 
tempts had been made at translation, but very little 
had been done in the way of printing for the people. 
The first Arabic translation to obtain any extensive 
circulation appears to have been one made by a 
Maronite bishop of Damascus, printed at Rome in 
1671. This translation was made use of and circu- 
lated to a considerable extent by the British and For- 
eign Bible Society. But Providence had decreed that 
successful Bible distribution work should attend the 
completion, after many years of consecrated labor, of 
the Smith-Van Dyke translation, given to the Arabic- 
speaking world in 1864. A good work of prepara- 
tion had been in progress. The United Presbyterian 
Mission had been getting organized, and had already 
made a very deep impression upon the Coptic mind. 
In July, 1862, Dr. Lansing, of this mission, wrote to 
the Levant Agent of the American Bible Society an 
earnest letter in regard to the help they might expect 
from that Society in “the good work of distributing 
the word of God in this land.’’ Bible depots had al- 
ready been established at Cairo and Alexandria, from 
which, during the previous two years, Over 4,000 
copies had been distributed. In 1864 the reports of 
the Bible Society indicated an increasing desire to 
obtain the word of God in this land. During the 
previous year 7,000 copies had been put in circula- 
tion by the agencies of the British and Foreign 
Society, and much had been done also by the Pres- 
byterian and Church of England missionaries. One 
missionary, during a tour on the Nile, had visited 
63 villages and disposed of 255 copies. The fol- 
lowing table of distribution exhibits the marvelous 
growth of the work of the American Bible So- 
ciety in Egypt during the thirty years that have since 
elapsed : 

Prom: 1865'to 1874, inClUSIVEe..........-5s0s0scccnces 

PONE LE tOMGots AMCLUISLVG... ce s'sate pee ele) lalaivrecfeins 45.586 

From 1885 to 1804, inclusive... ........-.sccdewssses 116,474 

During this same period the British and Foreign 
Society also has accomplished a great work through 
its own colporteurs, and also through the co-opera- 
tion of the Church Missionary Society, and to some 
extent of the Presbyterian Mission. Probably the 
total distribution effected by the British Society has 
not very greatly differed from that of the-~American 
Society, so that it would be quite safe to say that 
during the thirty years ending with December, 1894, 
as many as 325,000 copies of the Bible, in whole or in 
part, have*been scattered through the land. Of 
these probably more than nine tenths have been in 
the Arabic language, and it is to be hoped that of 
these Arabic Scriptures large numbers have passed 
into the hands of Mohammedans. 

It would be a singular poverty of faith that would 
decline to expect very gratifying spiritual results from 
such a Bible distribution work as this. Under the 
British occupation the conditions are most favorable 
for free and untrammeled evangelistic work of all 
_ kinds. We may, therefore, very confidently antici- 

pate, along with the enlarging opportunities that open 
up for missionary work, a growing demand for the 
Bible among all classes of the population —7he Jn- 
dependent. 
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INCIDENTS IN TURKEY AND EGYPT. 
THE DUSTY BIBLE. 


Dr. Parsons, the missionary who was murdered in 
Nicomedia some twenty-three years ago, left an Arme- 
nian Bible as payment in part for his night’s lodging 
at acertain khan. The book remained untouched for 
several years, with the dust accumulating upon it. 
The proprietor of the khan had a son, who was very 
dissipated. One Sunday, after gambling nearly all 
day, he was seized with feelings of penitence. He 
resolved to gamble no more, and hereafter to spend 
the Sabbath “day in reading useful books. On the 
following Sunday he looked over the books in his 
father’s house, and found one covered with dust, 
which was entirely new to him. It proved to be the 
Bible which Dr. Parsons had left there, so long ago. 
He began reading the book with the greatest interest 
from the first page. He came to Exodus xx, and 
was led to see the sin of image worship in the 
churches. He came to the Book of Deuteronomy, 
and experienced some conviction in regard to sin, to 
which he had been an utter stranger. He continued 
his prayerful study of the divine word, to find if 
possible the way of life. He came to the New Testa- 
ment, and finally found rest and forgiveness in Jesus 
Christ. During all this investigation he had no teacher 
but his Bible, no help but his prayers. He heard not 
a word from any missionary or preacher, and was 
utterly ignorant of Protestantism. He left the Grego- 
rian Church, and announced that his religion was the 
Bible. He remained firm in persecution, and in due 
time was thrown in with the missionaries. He re- 
ceived some education and became a teacher and 
preacher in his native village, where by his godly life 
and earnest efforts he has accomplished a vast 
amount of good. The colporteur recently visited the 
village and spoke to the zealous little congregation 
about the work of the Bible Society. Out of their 
poverty they gave a small contribution as an evidence 
of their interest in the good work. 


THE HID BIBLE. 


Last year one of our city colporteurs sold a Bible to 
a young Greek. The mother was enraged, seized 
the Bible, and burned it. Not long ago the young 
man purchased another Bible, and hid it under his 
bed, and was in the habit of reading it at night. 
One day when he was out, his mother happened to 
find the Bible, and concluded to examine it, and see 
what kind of book it was her boy was so intent on 
reading. As she took it up, it opened to a mark he 
had left in the Book of Job. She began to read, be- 
came very much interested, and read the whole story 
of Job, and was deeply moved. When her son came 
home she welcomed him with a kiss and begged 
pardon for her former treatment of him, and expressed 


her satisfaction that he should love such good books, | 


Recently she became very ill, and as death drew near, 
begged her son to find the colporteur and bring him 


to her. The colporteur came, and to him the mother - 


related the incident, and how blessed the book had 
since become to them both, and with the tears in her 
eyes expressed her great gratitude to God and the 
colporteur. The next day she died, apparently in 
the full joy of an assured Christian faith, : 
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THE MOSLEM’S SURPRISE. 

Our colporteur in the Alexandria [Egypt] district 
recently met a Moslem fellah ina certain village who 
inquired whether his books were for Moslems or 
Christians. The colporteur replied, “They are the 
word of God, and for all men, and began to read 
from the Book of Proverbs. After listening reverently 
for some time the fellah said, “I never knew that 
Christians had such good books as this. I must have 
a copy. I cannot read it myself, but my son can 
read it to me.” Andso he purchased a copy of the 
book, which gave him a pleasure which he had not 
expected from any Christian book. 

GOOD FROM EVIL. 

No colporteur particularly enjoys the petty annoy- 
ances he experiences from Turkish officials. But 
even these annoyances are occasionally attended with 
pleasant results. The colporteur at a certain town 
on the Marmora was arrested and his books were 
seized for examination. The work of examining those 
in the Turkish language was laid upon a young 
Moslem, the head of a Turkish high school. As the 
result of his examination he became so charmed with 
the book that he purchased for himself a copy of the 
complete Bible. The Greek books also were sub- 
mitted for examination to the teacher of the Greek 
school, and he, too, was so delighted with what he 
read that he purchased a Bible and a New Testament. 

M. BowENn. 


A CONFERENCE AT YOKOHAMA. 


YOKOHAMA, June 28, 1895. 

A conference of five colporteurs working in the 
vicinity of Tokyo was held in the Bible House at 
Yokohama on the r4th of June. 

Nagasawa Yayemon, of Kanagawa Ken, reports 
that during the war the minds of the people were so 
much engrossed in the struggle that only Christians 
were sufficiently interested in religious matters to 
purchase Scriptures. He thinks that hereafter other 
people also will want to get copies of the Bible. 

Shibahama Kumejiro sells in the city of Tokyo. He 
finds no special change since the beginning of the 
war. At present all soldiers are thinking about the 
Christian religion. While the troops were collecting 
in Tokyo he bad many opportunities to talk to them, 
and found that most of them were favorable to 
Christianity. Some of them were quartered for a 
time at a Buddhist temple, and the priests endeay- 
ored to influence them to follow their teachings. But 
the soldiers showed the copies of the Gospels which 
they had received, and said, “ We like the teachings 
of these books best.” Many to whom copies of the 
Gospels were given have since purchased Testaments 
and are eager to learn more of the doctrines of 
Christianity. Of the non-commissioned officers, or 
sergeants, about 4o per cent. were Christians, about 
30 per cent. indifferent, and 30 per cent. opposed to 
such teachings. Of the privates about Io per cent. 
are Christians. 

Sekine Uheiji occupies the country district north 
of Tokyo in the province of Musashi. Many persons 
from that section having been to Tokyo to visit their 
relatives and friends who were preparing to leave for 
the war, have learned about the distribution of Scrip- 
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tures among the soldiers and have taken copies of 
the books home with them. These have been read 
with interest, and a spirit of inquiry has thus bee- 
aroused in many minds. This has been followed, as 
in other places, by a considerable demand for copies 
of the New Testament. One Buddhist priest pur- 
chased a Testament so that he might learn about this 
new and wonderful religion. What especially im- 
presses the people is that Christianity has a practical 
value, and is something more than a mere code of 
ethics and system of ceremonies. 

Sekiguchi Tamekichi says the work in Shimosa is 
better than one year ago. This is owing to the fact 
that in that section some of the Christians are very 
zealous and are laboring faithfully for the salvation of 
those around them. Since 1883 he has visited and 
sold the Scriptures in 239 villages and towns in that 
region. 

Kono Teikichi reports that in Joshiu the condition 
is better than ever before. The activity of the Chris- 
tians and their kindness to the families of the soldiers 
during the war have produced a favorable impression 
upon the whole community. It is the general belief 
in that section that Japan has been successful in the 
recent conflict with China because she has. adopted 
the ideas and institutions of other and Christian lands. 
For this reason they think the teaching of the Bible 
must be good and deserves the attention and respect 
of the nation. 

At a mining village in the mountains the inhabitants 
were especially ignorant and vicious. But they 
learned something about Christianity, and concluded 
it must be better than any other religion of which 
they had yet heard. As the result of this interest the 
colporteur has sold $4 worth of Scriptures. And 
so the precious word of life is being scattered in ail 
places and among all classes. How great will be the 
harvest only eternity will reveal. H. Loomis. 


- 


THE GILBERT ISLANDS. 


When the Bible makes its way among a race other 
literature is also in demand. We have an illustration 
of this in Micronesia. The Gilbertese Bible was 
completed in 1893, and has been rapidly sold. The 


press of the Hawaiian Evangelical Association has 


been very busy since then in putting out other Gilbert- 
ese publications. An edition of 1,500 Arithmetics, 
prepared under the editorial charge of Mrs. Bingham, 
was printed in 1894, and two thirds of the whole 
number were sent to Samoa for use in the field of the 
London Missionary Society. Next were issued 1,000 
Primary Geographies and 2,000 Readers, which were 
carried through the press by Mrs. Bingham, and Dr, 
Bingham has prepared an edition of 1,000 Bible 
Dictionaries in the same language. 

In respect to the work of providing a Christian 
literature for the Gilbert Islanders, Dr. Bingham has 
furnished the following statement : 

Since the beginning of the mission to the Gilbert 
Islands, there have been printed and bound, in 
separate volumes, more than 65,000 books. Of these, 
about 20,000 have been portions of Scriptures, New 
Testaments, and Bibles, furnished by the American 
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Bible Society at a probable cost of from $13,000 to 
$14,000. About 45,000 books have been printed and 
bound at the expense of the Hawaiian Board. The 
expense of translating the Scriptures and writing the 
books has been mainly met by the American Board. 
By far the larger part of the 65,000 books have 
already been sold. There were sent by the “ Morning 
Star,” July 18, 1894, 840 Bibles, 150 Bible Stories, 125 
Hymn Books and 150 Arithmetics. There have been 
sold during the past year 819 Bibles, 230 New Testa- 
ments, and 857 other books. For these Scriptures 
there have been received $900 92; for the other 
books (including some slates and pencils), $221 92, 
making a total of $1,122 84. 


DOMESTIC .DEPARTMENT. 


GEORGIA AND FLor1pA.—This being the season of 
district conferences, my work in July was principally 
visiting them and delivering addresses in behalf of 
the Bible cause. I preached during the month at 
Jonesboro, Lovejoy’s, Quitman, East Macon, and 
Waynesboro, and visited seventeen auxiliaries. 


InDIANA.—In July ten auxiliaries were visited and 
six anniversaries attended and participated in. The 
La Grange society reports a canvass of a part of its 
field with good results. Earnest appeals are being 
sent to Sunday school superintendents, urging the 
importance of supplying those who do not.own a 
Bible, and of giving the collection of one Sabbath to 
aid those in less fortunate communities. 


IowA.—The month of July was warm and stormy, 
not favorable for the work of the Society. The so- 
cieties of Boone County and Missouri Valley had 
good meetings, and promised to do more work in 
the future. We have splendid crops in Iowa, and 
hope for better times. 

Kansas.—In July I visited 8 auxiliaries, held 5 an- 
niversaries, travelled 1,246 miles, and have been ab- 
sent from home 18 days. I have also sent out many 
Bibles to pastors for sale and distribution, and many 
Bibles for Sunday school supply. Bibles were sent to 
supply the families at Hartford, Ks., who had lost all 
their household furniture, including family Bibles, in 
the cyclone that visited that place in June. 


KENTUCKY AND TENNESSEE.—During the month 
of July I visited the auxiliaries of Carlisle and Nicho- 
las, Bracken and Ohio Counties in Kentucky, also 
the Columbia District Conference of the Tennessee 
Annual Conference at Mount Pleasant, and the Mid- 
dlesboro District Conference of the Kentucky Con- 
ference, both of the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
South. All these meetings were very pleasant and 
profitable. There is evidently an increasing interest 
in behalf of Bible distribution among children and 
young people, both in district conferences and aux- 
iliary anniversaries. Since I last reported canvass 


work, Ballard and ‘Trigg Counties in Kentucky, » 


and Grainger, Polk, and Stewart in Tennessee have 
finished their canvass by colporteurs of the American 
Bible Society. The canvass of the city of Memphis, 
Tenn., has been finished by its auxiliary. 

LOUISIANA AND Mississipp1.—During the month 
the following places were visited officially, namely, 
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Lexington, Acona, Black Hawk, Duck Hill, Pickens, 
Durant, Ocean Springs, and Bay St. Louis, and at 
each of these places, except Ocean Springs, where a 
heavy rain storm interfered, a meeting was held in 
the interest of the Bible cause. The people every- 
where seem to appreciate very much the work which 
the Society is doing, and I trust they will find them- 
selves able to do more for it in the near future. 


MICHIGAN AND WISCOoNSIN.—In one county on 
the upper peninsula of Michigan, during the year just 
closed, some five hundred Bibles were put into circu- 
lation through the simple means of the depositories. 
The anniversaries at Beloit and Appleton were full of 
interest. The former society made a good record for 
the year, Among the destitute reached through the 
children’s supply work during the month thirty young 
Indians who were so far educated as to be able to 
read were made the happy possessors of the word of 
God. 


Nrw JERSEY, DELAWARE, AND STATEN ISLAND.— 
July 7th was spent at the First Methodist Episcopal 
Church in the city of Millville, and the offering for 
the Bible cause that morning was the largest in Cum- 
berland County this year. The work of canvassing 
Salem County began about the middle of July, and 
good progress has already been made. The second 
Sabbath in July I presented our cause in the Meth- 
odist Episcopal Churches in Medford and Marlton, 
N.J. I preached in the Presbyterian and Methodist 
Episcopal Churches at Flemington, July 21. These 


churches contribute annually and liberally to the | 


Bible cause. The canvass of Union County is being 
carried forward very successfully under the direction 
of their executive committee. 


New Yorxk.—Much time has been given during 
July to correspondence with ministers, hoping through 
them to reach their churches and interest them in the 
Bible cause. It is pleasant to record that some 
churches that formerly failed to co-operate are now 
making offerings to this cause. Besides correspond- 
ence I have made several journeys in order to visit 
auxiliaries and churches. The only auxiliary that 
held its annual meeting this month is that of Franklin 
County. This society is endeavoring to get some 
funds ahead for a canvass of that county, which is 
much needed. Its officers are much interested in 
this work. The churches visited responded quite 
liberally to the appeal for the work of the Society. 
I attended a very interesting and profitable Bible 
convention held under the auspices of the Rensselaer 
County Bible Society in the Presbyterian Church at 


Melrose on the afternoon and evening of July 3. _ 


Rev. S. McKean, D.D., president of the society, pre- 
sided. Rev. T. A. Gnffin, D.D., presiding elder of 
the Troy District Methodist Episcopal Conference, 
conducted the opening exercises, after which Rev. 
Chas. H, Van Wie, pastor of the church, extended a 


cordial welcome from the church, followed by a re- . 


sponse by the president, who stated that the Rensse- 
laer County Bible Society was organized in 1815, and 


is now eighty years old. He referred to the past 


work of the society and to several persons who had 


been presidents of it during its early history. Others — 
The convention was a _ 
success, and one of a series that Rev. S. McKean, 


participated in the exercises. 


* 
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D.D., expects to hold in various parts of that county 
in order to more fully engage the attention of the 
churches in the Bible cause. 


NORTH AND SoutTH CAROLINA.—July has been 
with mea busy month. The first week I attended 
the Spartanburg County Sunday School Convention, 
before which I set forth our work, and especially 
urged our plan of Sunday school supply, which pre- 
sentation has already resulted in the sale of many 
Bibles to destitute children. The Sabbath following 
I preached on the Bible to the Spartanburg Presby- 
terian Church. My next visit was to Asheville, N. C., 
to look after the Bible society there, and thence I 
went on to Marion, N. C., for the Sabbath, where I 
addressed the Presbyterian Sunday school in the 
morning, and afterward preached to a union congre- 
gation and conducted the annual meeting of the Bible 
society in the Methodist Episcopal Church, and at 
night preached again at a joint service in the Baptist 
Church. The next Sabbath I spent at High Point, 
N. C., where I addressed the Presbyterian Sunday 
school and preached in the same church in the morn- 
ing, and addressed a union meeting in the Methodist 
Episcopal Church at night. As usual my Sunday 
school supply work has gone on prosperously this 
month, some five hundred Bibles being sent out to 
needy children. 


OREGON, WASHINGTON, IDAHO, MONTANA, AND 
Ursu.—tThe first Sabbath in July I was at Dillon, in 
Beaverhead County, Mont. A very interesting meet- 
ing was held at the Baptist Church in the evening, at 
which Rev. Mr. Tate and myself made short ad- 
dresses. As compared with the previous year, the 
Bible society at Dillon has advanced. On Thursday 
evening, the 11th, 1 attended the annual meeting of 
Missoula County Bible Society at the Methodist 
Episcopal Church in Missoula. The sales here were 
good for the year. Sabbath, the 14th, I gave to the 
work at Anaconda, where I held two services at the 
Methodist Episcopal Church. The evening service 


. was directly in the interest of the Bible Society, and 


@ 


a liberal collection was taken. On Wednesday even- 
ing, the 17th, a very interesting Bible meeting was 
held at the First Presbyterian Church in Butte City. 
This meeting was well attended. Short addresses 


_ were made by Rev. Mr. St. Clair, Rev. Mr. Shepherd, 


and myself. Sabbath, the 21st, 1 was at Bozeman in 
Gallatin County, where we had a very interesting 
meeting on Sabbath evening at the Baptist Church. 
All the churches with their pastors joined in the 
service. Good sales, good collections. The annual 
meeting of the First Bible Society of Montana was 
held at the Grand Street Methodist Episcopal 
Church in Helena on Wednesdey evening, the 31st. 
Bishop Willson, D.D., of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, South, delivered the annual address, which 
was one of great ability and interest. 


Trexas.—During the month of July I attended the 
annual meetings of the auxiliaries of Cherokee, Kauf- 
man, and Lavaca Counties, and of Richmond Bible 
Committee. Special attention was given to the Sun- 


‘day school supply work. Seventy-one pupils were 


supplied with Bibles at full price from books consigned 
to me, and about thirty more from books from deposi- 
tories of auxiliaries. I furnished six newspapers 


BrisLtE Society Recorp. 


37 


with items in reference to the work. Altogether, it 

has been a month of seed-sowing. I travelled and 

visited and worked in ten different counties. 
HLARGHATHE SCRIPTURES: 

A valued correspondent of the Society, writing 
from California, gives his impressions of what he saw 
in visiting Sabbath schools in one place and another, 
and deplores the tendency to neglect the Bible as a 
book in the study of religious truth. He says: 

The churches at S— were slow to take up any new 
work. I called on a number of the workers there 
and offered, as a personal matter, to give a Bible to 
every one of the children in their Sabbath schools 
who could read and did not possess one ; but it was 
of little avail. In the Sabbath school of the Method- 
ist Church the superintendent read the lesson from 
the “Teaves,’’ the teachers taught from the “leaves,” 
and the scholars read their answers from the same 
convenient papers. The total attendance was 134, 
and there were only three Bibles in the room, one on 
the pulpit and two in the possession of the teachers, 
not one of which was opened during the session. I 
remonstrated with the pastor and the superintendent, 
but they only promised to “make a change in Janu- 
ary.’ I quoted to them the Mexican word “ mafiana”’ 
and left them. 

At S— J—Lhope for better results, and intend, as 
a personal matter, to make the Sabbath schools the 
same offer. I am much interested in this. We send 
Bibles to Africa and print them by thousands in 
China, but here in our own land our own children 
are growing up in practical ignorance of the holy 
book, and could not find the Epistle to Philemon or 
the prophecy of Habakkuk without turning page after 
page in uncertain hope of a fortunate recognition. It 
is easier for the teacher to find his work cut and 
dried, and it is easier for the scholar who has not 
thought on the subject until he comes-to the class to 
read off the solemnly important truths, but what will 
that avail him when he is left to himself, perhaps in 
his lonely garret room, face to face with some great 
temptation? The Bible has become to him a sealed 
book, and he will stretch out his hands to it then in 
almost hopeless ignorance. But for God’s Holy 
Spirit, who, I reverently believe, uses the blessed 
page as his own instrument of teaching, the case 
would be sad indeed. Would that some trumpet 
tongue could arouse our Sabbath school workers 
everywhere to the privilege and the importance of 
thus availing themselves of this divinely ordained 
“help ” in their teaching. 


PORTIONS OF THE EIGHTY-SEVENTH AN- 
NUAL REPORT OF THE PENNSYLVANIA 
BIBLE SOCIETY: i : 


We are doing a much needed work in the distribu- 
tion of the Holy Scriptures. We thus bring the best 
of books to those that need it and to those that need 
it most. We propose, if possible, to put a Bible 
under every roof in Pennsylvania and into the hand 
of every Sunday school scholar that can read. Todo. 
this we need sympathy, prayer, and money. - 

We emphasize a dominant fact in the delightful 
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harmony among the churches in Bible society work. 
They agree on the great Bible facts and are thus con- 
current witnesses to its truth, its place, and its power. 

We cannot put all our story into statistics. These 
are often like hailstones that strike and glance away. 
But occasionally the Bible that is sent forth with 
prayer is known to be welcomed with praise. A 
poor sufferer in a Philadelphia hospital said, as he 
read it lying on a bed of pain, “Is this the book 
commonly called the Bible. I never read anything 
more interesting?’ Four months afterward he left 
the hospital, his bodily wounds healed and his soul 
happy in the love of Jesus. To a Bible reader in 
India a poor woman said: “Surely your Shaster 


(meaning the Bible) was written by a woman, it says - 


such kind things about women.’’? Thus alike from 
home and abroad come testimonies to the fitness of 
the Scriptures to the brain and heart of humanity. 

A characteristic feature of Bible society work in 
our State is that among immigrants. They are 
touched by our agent on their arrival. They are 
followed by our colporteurs to their homes. They 
are sometimes perplexing, but they are always in- 
teresting. Some are nominal Protestants. These 
require sympathy and religious help. Some are 
Roman Catholics of two kinds. One kind bigoted, 
refusing the offered Bible, and thus put themselves 
beyond our touch. The other kind is often skeptical, 
swinging, pendulum-like, from superstition to rational- 
ism. A few are teachable and grateful. All are 
worth saving. All are immortal. Brought under the 
forces of our American civilization and our Bible they 
will make good citizens. They must not be regarded 
as our enemies, however poor and unhappy they may 
be. They are the material out of which can be made 
good Christian men and true citizens. It is note- 
worthy that it took the Bible in thirty-four languages 
to meet the demands for this class within our own 
State last year. 

Thus our work is patriotic as well as benevolent, 
and justly claims a larger share of the notice of social 
reformers and statesmen as well as of the missionary. 

Our great President Lincoln one day sent a poor, 
sick orphan boy to one of the hospitals in Washing- 
ton, saying, ona card, “Take this poor boy and do 
all you can for him in my name, A Lincoln.” So the 
Lord Jesus says to us about the poor, the suffering, 
the ignorant, welcome him, do all you can for him in 
My Name. Surely when the general award is made 
God’s servants of the Bible society may hope to hear 
“Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least 
of these my brethren, ye have done it unto me.” 

In spite of the hard times which have affected dis- 
astrously many benevolent institutions, it is with 
profound gratitude that we report increased donations 
over last year from the churches. 

In no recent year has so much good work been 
done by pastors, the Woman’s Christian Temperance 
Union, and other agencies, The pastors have found 
out families steeped in poverty and without Bibles, 
and applying to us, have received grants for free dis- 
tribution or at partial prices. Were all pastors alike 
in this matter, every dark corner of the State might 
be lit up with the Lamp of Life. 

The Woman’s Christian Temperance Union have 
continued to apply for Bibles for their caboose work 


BIBLE SociETY RECORD. 


Volume 4o, 


along all the railroads, This is true benevolence on 
the part of those who distribute the Bibles, as on the 
part of our society, which makes the free grants. 


Thus the Bible is not merely /wxdamental to all 


schemes for the uplift of sinful men, but our society 
is helpful to all missionary enterprises. 

Through the generous aid of the Ladies’ Bible 
Society of Philadelphia, we were able to send a strong 
staff of devoted Christian students through many 
needy places in the following counties: Tioga, 
Clarion, Blair, Jefferson, Fayette, Schuylkill, and 
Lehigh. 

They found 861 families destitute of the Bible out 
of 13,380 families which they visited. In their two 
months’ work they distributed 4,087 volumes of the 
Holy Scriptures. 

Tneir exploration of the waste places in our Stete 
was highly appreciated by the people, and many 
expressions of gratitude are reported. 

The total distribution during the year was, Bibles, 
41,246; Testaments, 42,687; Testaments with Psalms, 
5,677; Books of the Bible, 12,037; Total volumes, 
101,647; Value, $26,284 67. 


MISCELLANEOUS: 


LET GOD SPEAK. 
Let not Moses nor a prophet speak to me, 
But rather Thou, my God, 
That didst send light and spirit on them all; 
For Thou alone without their help canst fill me fully; 
They, without Thee, are nothing worth. 
They may sound out the words; 
The spirit they cannot give. 
Fairis their speech ; 
No heart is set aflame, if Thou art silent. 
They hand the books to us; 
Thou openest the meaning. 
They put the mysteries before us; 
Thine is the key to what is sealed. 
They utter the commandments ; 
Thou helpest us to keep them. 
They point the way ; 
Thou givest strength unto the journey. 
They only deal with us without; 
Thou art the guide and lantern for men’s hearts. 
They pour on us the water from above; 
Thou givest us the increase. 
They cry aloud; 
Thou givest understanding to our ears. 
Therefore, let no Moses speak to me, 
But Thou, O Lord my God, Eternal Truth, 
For fear I die and be found fruitless, 
Warned from without, not fired within; 
For fear the word rise up to judge me; 
The word I heard—but did not do; 
The word I knew—but did not love; 
The word I trusted—but did not preserve. 
Speak Thou to me, O Lord; Thy servant heareth. 
Thou hast the words of life eternal. 
Speak Thou to me, in some way comforting my soul, 
improving all my life, 
To praise and glorify and ever honor Thee, 
THomMaAs KeEmpis. 


Here is the power in our Bible. It was history . 
before it was a record; it was life before it was a 


book. True men walked with God, and what was 
done in them and by them was set down ; and behold 


September, 1895. 


ithe miracle of the sacred Scriptures, a miracle much 
more admirable than that of the stilling of the sea. 
Its power over the hearts of men will never grow less, 
unless indeed it should turn out that the race has 
rbecome hopelessly ‘‘degenerate.”’ The world now 
has a great host, to be yet increased to an innumera- 
tble multitude, who will bow in holy reverence and 
zawe before the personal God as he speaks in his own 
vword. We once heard President Finney, in the midst 
cof a lecture, read, or rather attempt to read, a few 
cof the words of Christ which are recorded in the New 
"Testament. He broke down with weeping, but in- 
sstantly apologized, saying that since his sickness 
((this was in 1860) he could not trust himself to read 
tthe words of Jesus in public. The divine Saviour had 
¢entered through his words personally into his deepest 
llife, and.had stirred in him emotions that tears alone 
‘could at that time express.— The Advance. 


A JAPANESE prison took fire. The governor of the 
| prison expected to see all his prisoners run away as 
‘fast as possible. But much to his surprise, he saw 
‘them all gather round and help in putting out the fire, 

not one of them trying to escape. Afterward, on 
making inquiry, he found that one of their number 
was a Bible reader. This man had found out the 
value of the Bible for himself, and he had been in the 
habit of reading it daily to his fellow-prisoners, and it 
was the influence of those Bible readings which made 
those prisoners unwilling to run away from the pun- 
ishment which they knew they had deserved. The 
governor was so pleased with the Bible reader and 
his pewer for good over the other men that he par- 
doned him and set him free; but the man asked to 


be allowed still to visit the prison daily to carry on_ 


his noble work of reading to his former companions 
the word of God, which had become so precious to 
them all_— ible Society Gleanings. 


BIBLE-READING NATIONS. 


One clear line.of distinction has been drawn among 
the races and nations as they now stand on the face 
of the earth. It is the dividing line between barba- 
rism and true civilization. On the one side of it are 
‘darkness and degradation; the people sit under the 
shadow of all death; cruel superstitions and irre- 
sponsible despotisms scourge mankind ; humanity 
and morality have scarcely a name; and human cor- 
ruption, rolling up its volume of degradation, accumu- 
lating with each generation, now deluges all that part 
of the earth with miseries which we can scarcely ap- 
prehend. On the other side of that line, light shines 
more or less clearly ; true civilization bas dawned 
and is shining more and more toward perfect day ; 
the arts and sciences have place, and are advancing ; 
the forms of government have been liberalized ; the 
institutions of humanity flourish; and morality finds 
firm foothold in the enlightened consciences of men. 
This broad distinction strikes us at a glance and de- 
‘mands explanation. What beneficent power has lifted 
‘these above those? For we know that once, and 
not very far back in their history, these better nations 
lay weltering in all the savagery and suffering that 
still afflict the pagan portions of the earth. What 
agency was it that entered that dark realm and weigh- 
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ed up these nations from the great deep of their mis- 
ery and inspired and guided them in their upward 
path? - How has this come to pass? What radiant 
power, what genius of mercy has wrought here and 
not there, differing them as day from night? God’s 
word has done it! The Bible—it is the Bible that has 
wrought this wonderful change! The entrance of 
God’s word hath given this light. Just that portion 
of the earth where the Bible has been disseminated 
among the people, just that, sharply defined as you 
can draw a line on the map, with only a narrow mar- 
gin of twilight, is the part that has emerged from the 
darkness of barbarism and holds the front, the his- 
toric foreground of civilization. 

Notice, next, the peculiar style and quality of the 
improvement which these biblical nations have taken 
on. For it is not to be denied that here and there in 
the history of our race other nations have risen high 
in power, in special styles of art and science, and in 
the splendor ofa peculiar civilization. Greece, Egypt, 
and Rome are conspicuous examples. But all this 
was specious and narrow. Their glory was the glory 
of a dynasty or an aristocracy. They had no feople. 
The princely and the servile were the only classes. 
The millions were slaves. Their science, their liter- 
ature, their military prowess, their pyramids and tem- 
ples rose, like so many sharp and sterile crags, out of 
the wide sea of popular debasement and uttermost 
misery that weltered around them. But wherever the 
Bible has gone a great and blessed change has come. 
It has created the people. It has given a new aim to 
government, a new character to literature, and dif- 
fused freedom, intelligence, and comfort among the 
masses. At once, upon the dissemination of God’s 
word among any people in their own language, a new 
power has begun to work deeply under all the customs 
and institutions, in the thought and heart and inner 
life of that people, and a new law is given to their 
social and civil development. The Bible alone has 
set man on his manhood, created a people and pop- 
ular freedom and intelligence, and set the whole new 
world it has thus created revolving around that new 
centre, pivoted on a people. Just all there is in our 
progressive humanity, in legitimate liberty and pop- 
ular enlargement, is wrapt up in that—and just all 
that we owe to the Bible. 

But there is a nearer and still more impressive view. 
Not only do we find the Bible-reading nations set 
widely apart from others, and far above them, differing 
by just all that is most precious and promising in the 
weal and hope of humanity ; but weshall find also these 
nations which the Bible has thus distinguished to dif- 
fer among themselves, in the rate and degree of their 
advancement, in the worth and beauty of their life, 
in all personal, social, civil, and moral progress, very 
exactly in proportion as the Bible is ditfused and 
prized among them. The nations foremost in all 
that honors and blesses man are just those where 
God’s word entered earliest and has had widest and 
worthiest acceptance. The lands called Christian 
may be graded quite accurately by that single meas- 
ure. Tell me only how far and well the Bible has had 
place and scope for its work, to what extent it has had 
circulation and reverent handling among the people, 
and I will tell you from that alone very nearly the rank 
of that people on the scale of general intelligence, re- 
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finement, social order, and moral elevation. More 
and more, as that light shines, darkness and disorder 
disappear. While it presses directly at the heart of 
sin and proffers mainly its blood-bought remedy, 
still, just in proportion as it reaches the popular 
mind and heart and finds reception and treatment as 
the word of God, it refines, elevates, and beautifies 
human life. Beyond all others put together the Bible 
is the real cause of the different degrees of true civil- 
ization among modern nations.—fev. H. D. Kitchel. 


READING THE BIBLE FOR GROWTH 


IN GRACE. 
On this subject an English writer, apparently both 
devout and intelligent, says: “We may read the 


Bible, in course, cursorily, to familiarize ourselves 
with its contents as a whole. But with reference to 
our growth in grace there must be another kind of 
reading, characterized by expectation, interrogation, 
concentration, inference, comparison, faith, appre- 
hension, application, and obedience.” These points 
he explains, that something of positive benefit is to 
be expected ; that our minds are not merely to be in 
a receptive mood, but we are to interrogate the 
words; our full attention is to be put upon them; 
we are to reason from them, compare different pas- 
sages and inferences from different passages with 
each other, believe every word, assure ourselves that 
we apprehend the meaning, carefully consider to 
what it applies, and obey it implicitly. He depre- 
cates the common practice of reading passage after 
passage in the hope of being startled by something, 
and affirms that one may interrogate any part of the 
word to advantage.— Christian Advocate. 


It will be found greatly to stimulate the interest of 
the whole family in the morning Scripture reading if 
brief comments and explanations are judiciously made 
from time to time by the older members of the family. 
It goes without saying that reading in turn by all is 
more likely to maintain interest than the reading of 
the whole lesson by any one, while the time consumed 
in the two methods will not, if the children have been 
properly trained, differ materially. Everybody enjoys 
most those exercises in which he has some part him- 
self, unless he is hopelessly lazy or diffident, or has 
paid for his entertainment. In any case, care should 
be taken to see that no member of our_own families 
habitually listens to the reading of anything, especially 
the Bible, without paying strict attention to it. The 
habit of mind is, as has been said, an injurious one 
intellectually, and it involves, besides, the moral 
obliquity of only half doing a thing, a blemish which 
must in time, unless counteracted, inevitably affect 
the whole moral character.— Zhe Congregationalist. 
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New York, September 19, 1895. 


AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY. 


The stated meeting of the Board of Managers was 
held at the Bible House on Thursday, September sth. 
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As there was not a quorum present, no business was 
transacted. 

The issues from the Bible House in August were 
59,080 volumes; issues since April 1st, 381,988 vol- 
umes. ; 
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Deceased Director. 
Rey. Edward D. Ledyard, D.D., Danville, Ky. 


Deceased Members. 


Samuel Bissell, Twinsburg, Ohio. 
Diodorus H. Loveland, Cuicago, Ll. 

J. H. Duryea, D.D., Paterson, N. J. 
Nathan Taylor, Pleasant Hill, La. 
Margaret E. Case, Kingston, N. Y. 
Laura A. Noble, Essex, N. Y. 

W.T. Richardson, D.D., Richmond, Va. 
John Campbell, East Orange, N. J. 
Jonathan B. Heward, Elmer, N. J. 
Sarah McCullough, West Bridgewater, Pa. 
Harriet 8. Van Gaasbeck, New York. 
James C. Nightingale, Newark, N. J. 
Virginia Randolph Hoge, Wilmington, N. C. 
James P. Burgar, Port Ewen, N. Y. 
Rey. George Hitchins, Passaic, N. J. 

Rey. Daniel Lee, Hennessey, Okla. Ter. 

R. Niles Rice, Cambridge, N. Y. 

Titus Berry, Dover, N. J. 

Sophia I. W. Morton, Greenfield, Mass. 

Mrs. Cyrus Meeker. Buskirk’s Bridge, N. Y. 
David Cady, Amsterdam, N. Y. 

Christopher Snyder, Tomhannock, N. Y. 
Rey. Marvin R. Lent, Highland Mills, N. Y. 
Timothy E. Williams, Hartland, Conn. 


Rev. 
Rev. 
Rev. 
Rey. 
Mrs. 
Mrs. 
Rev. 
Mrs. 
Rev. 
Mrs. 
Mrs. 
Rey. 
Mrs. 
Rev. 


Summary of District Superintendents’ Reports for 
the month of July, 1895. 


— 


- 


Number of District Superintendents reporting...... 20 
Auxiliaries, Branches, etc., ViSited.....ccecsecseceses 149 
Anniversaries attended..... ais wiv sielaredis e GNIS cieaisiomtanunren 56 
New Societies and Committees formed.......c...005- 10 
Sermonsand Addresses delivered for the Bible cause 229 
Letters SON tires sareianiets cninaieeeeteeeate cee eee 2,099 
Miles travelled on official duty........ccccececcccevers 27,781 
Donations and subscriptions secured for Bible cause $1,182 28 


Summary of Bible Distribution in July by 8 
Colporteurs and 18 County Agents reporting. 
Colporteurs. Co. Ag’ts. 


Days.of Service. c.cauueccewonemaseneeeeseee 2 

Miles travelled cocjisqcn yates uowrneeeaeseeree cee fan aa 
Families visited by theM...sessscsseeeeeeee = 3416 10.716 
Families found without a copy of Scriptures 626 1,072 
Families supplied by sale or gift..........0. 459 520 
Destitute individuals supplied in addition. 235 506 
Number of D0OKsis0ld ccicceinacencvaceseowns 1,166 944 
Value Of DOOKS SO1d......cssscssseesescesses $382 39 $359 22 
Number of books distributed gratuitously. 353 1,053 
Value of books distributed gratuitously... $87 67 $167 OL 
Contributions received......cccecssesssseeee $14 BL "65 66 


Summary of 67 Annual Reports of Auxiliary Socie-- 


ties, received in August, 1895. 


Receipts from sales in twelve months......eeccceseee 
Receipts from collections and donations.........00. 5 
Paid American Bible Society on book account... sare 
Paid American Bible Society on donation account.. 
Expended on their own fields... 
Value of books COMEEOU emanterctenieeee seeironeaaceeeLnee 
Value of stock on hand at date......cccceececeseeeces 
No. of these auxiliaries reporting general operations 
Collecting and distributing Agents employed 
Families visited by them.....sscsescesssesces . 

Families found GEREIUOtO rs Seniis vbr ashe ake, 
Destitute families SUpplied revenasanaeccsmsenerineece 

Destitute individuals supplied in addition.......6.0.6 

Sabbath and other schools supplied............. teen eie 


PP OOH Hee eee eennseone 


~ Sa 


~ 


; 
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REOEIPTS IN AUGUST, 1895. 


LEGACIES. 
‘Ayrault, Allen, late of Genesee Co., 
N.Y 


‘Atterbury, Olivia P., 
York, N. Y 


late of New 


‘Nettleton, John H., late of Water- 
OSES Re eee a . 

) Osgood, Amasa, late of Essex, Vt. ve 

i Pricer, David, late of South Salem, 


' Wright, H. D., late of New Lebanon, 


1,928 71 
2,000 00 
5,000 00 
1,699 10 


5,0C0 00 
50 00 


25 00 


2,500 00 


$18,2 


202 81 


GIFTS FROM INDIVIDUALS. 


BPR LENG cay caccasacuwouusier vasceaes 
MME MANS hs Scene a venines viwecce 
Arnold, James, Hammond, Minn 


Agnew, Mrs. H. J., Sos pie 
“TiS RASS ee ee 
Blanchard, Mrs. Stephen, Or exon, 

BEE tea cus cicidesub kes Cacas caw 
Baldwin, R. H., Granite Falls, Minn.. 
Collection et Hillsboro, Ky........... 


Collection in Grant Co., Ky., for 
canvass of field 


Churchill, Miss Mary E., Mooers, 
‘a 


Conover, Rey. R. and wife, Bloom- 
MerEeEIN, Pia e ac Sececsy use uece see es «wise 
Poutributions through Levant Ag’cy. 
we China Agency 

Collections by Colporteurs 
Daviess, 


Miss Anna T., Harrods- 


Denny, Mrs. E. M., Ashland, Ore..... 
Dickenson, C. H., Ploridg...s.<...08. 
Leonard, Miss Emma F., Rochester, 


McCleskey, Rev. J. R., Forsyth, 


McDonell, Mrs. R. W., Macon, Ga.. 
_Nuhn, Mrs. §. J. and W. C., Cedar 
PEE AO Withnisite a statabcawithoi 6 sacees 
Pedro, Joseph H., New York, N.Y... 


CHURCH COLLECTIONS. 
ARKANSAS. 


Camden Dist., Meth. Ep. Ch. South.. 
* Conway, Meth. Ep. Ch. South........ 


CALIFORNIA. 


Alameda, Park Street Meth. Ep. 


COLORADO. 
EAngo, Meth, Ep: Ch... .cecsessseasceese 
f CONNECTICUT. 
Saugatuck, Meth. Ep. Ch.......... Hen 
; GEORGIA. 


East Macon, Meth. Ep. Ch. South 
Millen, Meth. Ep. Ch. South.......... 
North Macon Dist. Conf., Meth. Ep. 

GH SOUCH ap secede wel re cssice.s,'0 


ILLINOIS. 


Streator, Reading Mission, First 
Meth Ep. Ch..... sete eeeeees pBantss 5 


IOWA. 


Keokuk, Chatham Square M. E, Ch... 


: KANSAS. 
Plainville, Pres. CD. eseeesere revere 


6 60 


5 00 


BisLE Society REcORD. 


KENTUCKY. 
Lexington, Maxwell Street Pres. Ch.. 
LOUISIANA. 
New Orleans, Prytania St. Pres. Ch,. 
MASSACHUSETTS. 


Florence, Cong. Ch 
Ppring field, Wirst Oh cccpeces sc. scccsce 
West Springfield, Park Street Ch 


MINNESOTA. 


Minneapolis, Bethlehem Pres, Ch. 
CORRS EY: Gopspaaececcen Onc SAGA ROCs 
MISSISSIPPI. 


Batesville, Meth. Ep. Ch. South 
Carrolton, Baptist Ch 
nid Press CDic.ccunu. 

a Meth. Ep Ch. South...... 
Jonesiown, Meth. Ep. Ch. South...... 
Newton, Meth. Ep. Ch. South. 

Pe DOR. OM Son ieeitea ts waweiowss ss 
" Baptist Oli jeessrass 06. sce veces 
South Vicksburg, Meth. Ep. Ch. So... 


MISSOURI. 


Carondelet, Meth. Ep. Ch. South..... 
Fenton, Meth. Ep. Ch. South.......... 
Mexico, POS. Chi ccccaceeiccssiccevweaes 


NEW MEXIOO. 
LAS Cruces, Pres. CN. ccceves vicieeshciceee 
NEW YORE. 


Bergen, Meth. Ep. C.........-0. sees 
Coventry, Second Cong. Society...... 
HOME, CODES Cee cicice's's svvese vesicle 
Fatsoadn; Rel G CH. cciciers s+ 00 oetesieiarere 
TASKALOTM CL’ Di CIS egies -2.000s0ie08 
Moriah, Meth. Ep. Ch. and Congrega- 

PROB Setcte ie otseis eietolclere Nioeisisisisieicie:elereSasie i 
Oswego Center, Meth. Ep. Ch......... 
Palenville, Meth. Ep. Ch............+. 


NORTH CAROLINA. 


Bethany, PLCS. Ciivcis cawelew oc cve oiss ey oe 
Concord, Central Meth. Ep. Ch. So... 
Cross Roads, PresvCR...... .....0.008 
Denver, W. N. C. Conf., Meth. ae 


Nova, Meth. Ep. Ch..... ..csceccsesees 
Nevada Circuit, Meth. Ep. Ch........ 
West Farmington, Meth. Ep. Ch...... 


Youngstown, 8.8. Primary Class..... . 


PENNSYLVANIA, 


Berwick, Pres. Ch...... ralis Sielelavereizioier® 
Burgettstown, First Pres. Ch. & 8.8. 
Martinsburg & Woodbury Chapel, 

Meth. Ep. Ch..........s.000 meee ese . 
Morrisville, Pres. Ch..... eleine tte = se B0Gr: 


SOUTH CAROLINA. 
South Carolina Presb’y,two Churches 


TENNESSEE. 

Columbia, Meth. Ep. Ch.........+005 Te 

Pleasant Hill, Meth. Ep. Ch.....,+..+« 
WISCONSIN. 


Evangelical Association Conf........ 
Shopiere, Wisconsin Conf., Meth. Ep. 
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Credited 


as Donation. on Account. 


Alameda & Contra Costa, 

Callies aiseistseree 
Atlanta Bible Society, Ga... oi 
ATIEN COINS ness cen 3550 
Anderson Co., Ka... eis ais 
WAKA GIL KGS statorots siole atelsteisteistelatersts 


$10 00 


$10 15 


21 25. 


26 270 
5 69 
18 10 


” 

Credited Credited 
as Donation. on Account 
Antelope Co., Neb........00+ $20 00 
ATtTANtIG! Cory IN dicweecsswisie 12 00 
Ashtabula Co., Ohio......... $8 60 2 68 
Ashtabula & Vic., Ohio,..... 8 00 
Abbeville Co., 8S. C........40. 50 00 W500 
Aistine Texted oeces cere 50 00 
Ashland Co\,, Wi8)..s0 sess. 67 16 
Beebe & Vic., ATK......0.0006 750 
Barnesville, Ga.... ....- eee 85 

Bullock Co, Bible Com., 

GGaves attics etayerisare 9 36 
BuUPea! COs) Li ciscimestete. sorte 100 00 
Brown Cow Dl, en.seen as 7 9 10 
Boone Co., Iowa......... sists 40 20 
Big Stone Co., Minn......... 18 87 
Blue Earth Co., Minn........ 12-78 
Beaver Head Co., Mont.. .. 21 56 
Broome Co., N. Y 189 00 
Buncombe Co., N. 58 67 
Chilton’ Co., Alay. oc ccesensnss 6 25 
Central, ATK. 20.000 .0+ 92 
Cleveland Co., Ark.. 5 WW 
Cordele Bible Com., Ga..... 1 06 
Champaign Co., Ill...........+ 26 46 
Cedar Falls, Lowa. ... oe 45 00 
Crawford Co., lowa.......... 46 17 
CangiCo., LOwtas casas cee 1 66 
Cerro Gordo Co., [owa ..... 8 56 
ClOUDICO KG an..n cea eos 112 50 
Carlisle & Nicholas Co., mn 

IKoyitteestcomemoreccactee nes sete 76 43 
Calumet, Mich.. 107 08 
Chisago Co., Minn.. 10 44 56 381 
Custer Co., Mont ... : 17 (0 31 23 
Cumberland Co., N.J....... 8000 =175 00 
Cortland Co., N. Y.... 9 
Columbia Co., N. Y.... 80 00 
Cayuga Co., N. Y...... alas 5 06 
Craven’ Co. N.C... cccescnces 14 51 
Camden & Kershaw Co., 

Sip Or mralcaiec umes viele sieisiemaincty 12 97 
Cannon Co. Bible Commit- 

LE Sy ch CI sioiateralala wislars sieistese Cote 45 00 
Columbia, Tex........ 20 00 
Cherokee Co., Tex 64 23 
Charlestown & Vic., W. 

BV ePSsUectotata slatelalelatc'so'a'clote ete (Sievers 53 07 
Dubuque Co., Iowa 3D 10 00 
Delaware Co., lowa.......... 89 55 
DACEICOMMMOWcecieciee coerce 22 58 
Deer Lodge Co., Mont....... nie as) 
Douglas Co., Neb....... Uudos 51 18 
DENISON» DEK. se vesaee sie etaines 2 02 
El Paso'€o,, Colnnnecndsnse . 69 38 
Elbert CO, Giessen ss nese scien’ 25 00 
Ellsworth Co., Ks. 11 27 
Essex Co., N. Y.... 25 00 
Franklin Co., Ark... 12 15 
Forest City, Ark.... 2 %5 
Pidyd Co.) IN... chess eee = %5 00 
Franklin Co,, N. Y..........- 50 00 
Franklin Female, Ohio.. ... 14 49 
Garland Co., ATK............ 5 8 00 
Gurdon: Co-CATKe, oie cine 18 75 
Gunnison Co., Col..... soacass 17 18 
Grant Co., Ind,........ taQgoos 25 00 
Gasconade Co., Mo.........- 80 00 
Gallatin Co., Mont. 15 00 4% 2 
Galion & Vic., Ohio..... 17 35 46 81 
Grant Co., 8. Dak..... 10 09 
Hinsdale Co., Col............. 18 50 
Hall €0., Ga... ..sseeeeeeeeees 18 35 
Hamilton Co., Ind.. BGO 15 00 
Hancock Co., Ind......... tid 73 02 
Houghton Co., Mich.. 86 36 
Hillsdale Co., Mich........... 10 CO 
Hattiesburg, Miss. 16 60 
Hunterdon Co., N. J 460 00 29 93 
Henry Co., Ohio... 8 59 
Humboldt, Tenn. 21 00 
Hartford, Wis....... 29 04 
Ionia Co., Mich...... 28 00 
Johnson Co., Ark....... 5 cO 
Jackson Co., Ark.. 5 80 
Jefferson Co., Fla.... 1 4t 
Jefferson Co., Ga... .... 1500 83681 05 
Jennings Co., Ind...... 7 16 21 
Jessamine Co., Ky........... 
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Sredi i Credited Credited Credited Credited 
as Danes oes as Donation. on Account. as Donation. on Account. 
Jefferson Co., N. Y..... ++ $7 00 Missouri Valley, Iowa...... $15 00 $1 52 Oneida Co., N. YY paseo keels $500 90 
Johnston Co.) Ni Os. ccaseasee 25 00 Monona Co., lowa......... 4 5 88 Outagamie CO, Widseseesicice 13 72 
Johnstown Welsh, Pa....... 4 05 Mitchell Coy Biber. vive cnesnm 10 00 6 00 Pierce Co., Ga 3 00 
Jefferson Co., W. Va......0+ $50 00 Marmaton Township, Ks... 4 34 Polk Co., lowa 50 00 
Kane:OG,,, Ll coviesencacaoatere 29 16 Mason Co., Mich.........0.s 18 98 Plymouth Co., lowa.......++ 100 00 
KeenbiCO 4 MIG wansteccvssoue 27 61 Manistee Co., Mich.......+++ 21 03 Parkersburg, [owa,........» 37 7 
Kaufman Co.,, Tex. ....c0e0e 51 08 Muskegon Co., Mich.......-+ 25 00 Pittsfield, MASS. 00. cesses es 1 67 
THOPAM OO HARK kienive nieces 25 79 Meeker Co., Minn..........+ 89 40 Paynesville Bible Com., 
Laurens Co. Bible Com., Ga. 20 28 Marshail Co., Miss 2 96 Min. vsneiese a $11 63 
La Grange Co.,Ind ...... 66 58 Missoula, Mont....... 20 00 Pike Co., Mo : 2 93 
Lyon Co., LOWS... .c0ecssece 80 70 Montgomery Co., N.Y...... 25 00 Piqua Female, OWL OM ssace sme 400 00 85 00 
Lake Linden, Mich.......... 18 14 Memphis & Shelby Co.,, Pennsylvania.........0+-++ 1,406 72 
Livingston, Mont............ 6 20 TODD sessiere cmaticeae nse ees eed 10 80 Paw Paw Bible Com., W.Va. 7.00 
Licking Co., Ohio..... ; 28 97 Morgan Co., W. Va@ ......068 6 50 69 86 Sebastian Co., ArK.......... 10 00 
bavaed Gon Lex cccscrsscee 7 05 McCracken Co., Ky........+. 8163 Savannah, Ga..........-.... 12 9% 
amar Com LOR... csisasacccere 5 00 McLeod Co., Minn .......... 12 80 5168 Stewart Co., Ga ............- 10 16" 
Morrilton, Ark......,.....0. 10 65 McDowell Co., N. C.. 28.35 Stephenson Co., Ill.......... 68 74 
Montrose Co., Col........... 25 46 McMinn Co., Tenn.... Z 21 Summerfield, Ks........ .... ii We 
Macon Ga diiemiiascccsces 12 40 Newtown & Vic., Ind........ 2210 Sheridan Co., Ks Palencia sates 21 52 
Montezuma & Spaulding, New Sharon Bible Com., St. Louis Co., Minn.......... 159 10 
Garter enircec cs Sunsawacmes 8 24 TOW Saeeeeseee 1801 St.Louis, Mo ............... 82 44 
Montgomery Co., Il........ 10 00 Okalona, Ark 11 %5 Silver Bow Co., Mont.. 80 CO 114 80 
Morgan GO., UW cseddaticcnses 808 36 ODO‘ OG vy Kiyineraesccs, less 81 06 Superior Co., Neb..........- 18 30 
FINANCIAL STATEMENT 
RECEIPTS FOR BENEVOLENT ACCOUNT. 
| | 
Returns Income 
Gifts Church Gifts oe e z ae a wna se from from ti 1 Total 
from Aux-| Legacies. Collec- | from Indi- al ae ae Ms a ae By Missionary} Perpetual Miscellane- Total 
iliaries. tions. | viduals. oe el ed oor ae > | and other| Trust ous. |Transfers.| Cash. 
onan cuts. Senvs. | societies. | Funds. 
E $ $ 
Cash ...../ 1,485 70 | 18,202 81 464 64 294 01 217 37 382 89 | 7,482 84 2,000 00 4 80 30,484 56 
Transfers. ates BoE ate tes 88 67 8 00 91 67 > 
{ 
RECEIPTS FOR GENERAL ACCOUNTS. Transfers. | Cash. 
~ 
COMMA UKIIATICS. .sSdaisisieisie + oricies esacsodsa0OSG Soneng waleae einai Mees acorns eet ee tsle earners ees 75 51 | 7,825 14 
hae CNG TLE AO zewarrasenrrtdoe ins folate (aiatatefois tetera! afalvia\vtoraiotelstelasevers 00000 CORREMOE Ieee Cone co etne acc 25 00 |. 1,203 64 
ets RENTS escitcemeee Rope Gen DOR TEGO acanor RAB bt aot nccgan > JOC ceanrearigonaotocrechacieaccl Conds ewieaal! Bgtzon de = 
“ Blectric Light.........00...0. heen ET 5, ec se gee en ro zy 
“Income on Available Funds......... Fecondoonhantocscnoqnty MoariGcac snunopnaecnngosad issasacocns 2,025 20 . y 
we sh Subject to Life Interest ............. Reejeteteteteecaasiet sl «sin: coenterare Sieratere siete tia oreveraeleall ateremreven vate 381 95 
“ British and Foreign Bible Society........ sforatetet overelainintetstet stale’ «'lelslale: x tiers tlstaiots estate eisiaiee mists OSL BO Voccawacws 
“ m4 ~ a 
Exchange Account........... evaletatterels sialeserela\creorptete ittetoramteteye evan essere erkiBori aerate Orntaodnde 6,600 00 |....e.e00.| 7,851 71 15,298 38 
ae a 
RECEIPTS FOR DEPOSITORY ACCOUNT. : 
Receipts from Books Issued. Miscellaneous ; 
Sales Room, 3 . 
CaS hatte. cep msyacietelasicie oe aiktclas Ri eluerareltia seis 
moiaine ainyals Aeoncpcem cucne 1,157 48 cael " pen hes) 1,157 43 
Transfers ..... Fatiolee SGU wale deste pee : % 
nots! elereevafaiwietere Silat eiatarereterats 211 54 13,978 42 07 14,190 03 
RECEIPTS FOR MANUFACTURING ACCOUNT. F 
Sales of Waste Repai - 
; pairs to Books Delivered 4 
Material. Job Work. Finished Plates. Plates! to Depository. Miscellaneous, 
Cash. cs ware ciiess 5 
241 35 tere eeee Penne SEIU OHCs aiere Eee Se eel 241 35. 
Transfers ....... eae } 
sf soeee 788 15 teeeeee 155 10 17,177 98 Ree ae 18,121 23 


Se 


DOtaS DATS LOLs ye sleetnc 24 eh som tee mene cas octet e eeoe 39,751 6h 


N. B.—The amounts in faic type are not actual cash transactions 


Cash Receipts. 
Cash Balance from July, 


1805 schaterstatstenss sle:«'s/sicrsisl s/s/tcamnetmee renee 


Departments, to show the net result of each, 


sees 
TR TRL A SUC At OC OO UCUOK SFO CGO CIO Ol GOON OOM GOO Taman On mBAGr 


but necessary payments by transfer as between the different 


47,176 12 
23,934 


CO i ea ir ad Se 
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Credited Credited Credit 5 
as Donation. on Account. as Deawia se xecant FOREIGN AGENCIES. 
KO5 () eC - ‘a ¢ ‘ 
Sem Bible Ass'n. N pre ae AE Ik es Ud $120 China Agency (Sales)..............6+. $1,072 00 
we 4 -N. Al 50 DOEPUM GY Wilsvsacnaweeeene es 21 70 Cuba Agency (Sales)... 82 68 
stark Co., West, Ohio. 119 02 Ww ar e ple Sharir OR COOEROH GEOG aDO : 
, 19 02 OVA ORS Wiis ccmcsnr 4% 3 50 Levant Agency (Sales 29 
Bhelby Co., Ohio... 350 00 ellowste sock haat Aha pmo o tir 2 Pe 
. ee » Doe ssssees . $50 00 Yellowstone Co., Mont...... 28 55 Venezuela Agency (Sales).......... 423 84 
sa ake Co., TNGB Se ssa cies 5 2% Youngstown, Ohio.......... 19 : ee 
Traverse City & Vic 20 00 — —-— Ramee, 
RUA NAG occa ics anncenes 120 00 $1,465 70 $7,825 14 $7,482 84 
‘Timpson Bible Com., Tex... 21 66 2 > YH) oo) 
Wet Co, No so. .cccdcces 1 : Be tue a ke DONATED. lessees enle = 
"Volusia Co., Fla.... cM 118 American Tract Society, N. Y........ $5 86 PRGA S BLE Gare veleye aterereteleleteloteleteteteietetete siete $1,157 43 
Weta a. Tod... ee. 11 68 Bond, Rey. H. P., Dist. Supt., Mo..... 183 75 Trade. So wWrsamipsspcitersteuietaeaarce 1,208 64 
iVedersbure & Vic., Ind..... 16 10 Clark, Milton Vinita, Ind. Ter ....... 2 00 Sales by Colportage .............+.06 382 39 
‘Van Wert Co., Ohiu ........ 15 44 G4 08 Evans, Rey. J. T., Dist. Supt., Minn.. 29 91 FROM DAIS ais vrentters cio ateoras intera eteternareten eiete ine 8,725 14 
|). 460 00 Law, Rey. LT. H., Dist. Supt., 8. C..... 82 25 Sales of Waste Material..... ......0 241 35 
FMATS CO, G8 ooccccccccccnce 79 Lockwood, Rey. J.H., Dist. supt., Ks 24 95 Income from Trust Funds............ 2,000 00 
iWayne Co., Mich............ 1g 97 Mead, Rev. A. J., Dist.Supt., Wis..... 18 91 F “ Available Funds.. ...., 2,025 20 
"Waseca Co., Minn........... 8 78 Myers, Rey. H. P., Dist. Supt., Ga..... 2 45 «subject to Life Interest...... 881 95 
‘Washington Co., Mo........ 5 40 McLaurin, Rev. J. W., Dist. Supt., La. 42 50 Mleetric Tightiwiccascsscsvne seweslens 182 51 
Washington Co., N. Y....... 6125 Owen & Frost, Appleton, Wis........ 10 18 BUMALIES cake ce suiccuslslese eisai ists 4 80 
Waxhow & Shiloh, S. C..... 80 00 Presbyterian Board of Publication a 
Weeren'Ce.. "Lenn. =... S as and S. 8. Work, Philadelphia, Pa... 9 96 $11,254 21 
Walker Co., Tex............. 9 98 Rankin, Rey. W. B., Dist. Supt., Tex. 20 15 — 
Waukesha Welsh, Wis...... 59 00 “$27 37 Total Receipts........ An ee $47,176 72 
FOR AUGUST, 1895. 
DISBURSEMENTS FOR BENEVOLENT ACCOUNT 
District Colport- Grants BIBLES. 
Sup’ts’ eurs’ = to Mis- er | 
as oe = BLE fee: SOSA oe. To Colport- To Foreign| To Life ee get 
and Ex- poe ean). other sot A ] Donatediwen ea enn Transfers.| Cash. 
penses. penses. ietion. age. Agencies, embers. 
| $ $ 
@ash. ..... .| 2,950 1L | 148 88 303 24 | ¥,906 27 | 150 00 25 satel anon one0 tone 11,458 75 
Transfers .. sects: || SOe the 6,929 80 343 63 | 2,825 16 | 2,856 90 228 00 | 12,586 23 
DISBURSEMENTS FOR GENERAL ACCOUNTS. Transfers. | Cash 
Auxiliaries— Value of spies Seppe, a SSieea Fe vaa craters ee eRe eTara aT eTa so has vioansTatclel tet ratatees Sopot fe eri y) lepoodogoen 
eee pie Sa ie eaicinigintele oie vierclsinieten ne avsc cdeonnpaboraugnet eases BB Bua IAs si elerels 
General Salaries and EXpenses .....-.----+-+.++- sieye\sisiees ‘ofa ore BRAAe: 1G EBUCEEOUORS.O aGeeBiraiele tae 91 61) 2, 436 54 
Bible House ExpenseéS..........0005 aearcieiss Se OTS COMTI oa. u o:a ac clartVOle cop ntelelavnes ete e milinicarstetaneests 1,885 65 
Interest on Life Preonsnt Tee ea COO AOR np OOROS Aquaciseads Bees aaisieis acre HORE IE OSIRIA GROAN TASE 228 68 
Blectrotype Plates... ....<...--cncesnesTeeseres ances wee Aro cdirs CHEERS ENT OOEIO DINOS “iy Oe ona Norse 
Books for the Blind on Account of Burr eee Income..... BOCs eins awsiseiawtiateye’s piney aoe h2 76 83 35 
Electric Light Supplies..... Sea ne eee re een Shae oemaeins Sa SS ghee eterna Apalapoctesann 186 81 
BEXCRANGES ACCOUNE, ..<2.0 20-10 ceeeccescccs secccccc cece La fate tai SORTS Oe <= tars a aiaece caer atte Reels 10,854 04 
Macdougal Street Home............- Tete yere Ira OTST tarets PES ves FOS ai=r oc TOE ER as Sale ovata ote sash ovananavereyepateryers Sf 2 50 
General Machinery... ....ccceecsceccecrcccccscencrresseees seuss telstatetetals ngoequannacese< ogsa0sanlleaqo re 250 00 | 9,001 18 | 15,897 57 
. DISBURSEMENTS FOR DEPOSITORY ACCOUNT. 
Salaries and | Boxes and | _ Freight, Books from Books Books Discount on | Miscellane- 
Expenses. Cartage. Postage, &c. | Manf’g Dept. | Purchased. Returned. Sales. ous. 
Cash...... 933 74 278 10 169 40 Badang 9) - cpdeeess AoriiOO00 oonondet cascada 1,881 24 
PT OMSTOVS:-| + s0>0000 gieceresisiacs oaimairate 17,177 98 A eteiee 75 1,088 60 Speepanc. |p SERRE 
eS 
DISBURSEMENTS FOR MANUFACTURING ACCOUNT. 
Manufacturing, - tof 
Wages. Material. Repairs and SE aan is ory. Miscellaneous. 
Expenses, 
OAS vieisicisiy o's ele 10,917 33 7,230 48 118 77 4 68 jpaducee meister 18,271 26 
UPramapors ....... feleractsle(e eeceemnate Bele eterats soured Beonar reareeesiatere 
Total TLADSLELS |. osc saveescciececcuacecicis sige tice v0sse corsinwsieews tieinseaneineiteie)sienee\s\eieir vevee| 89,754 6h 
.. 
fe) PCaahi) Disb UTSOWUUCLts sc cei seteis ee ejerejtels slv'alslnioleloLeye1n1eteror o\ole 6/21 Cinin(Olain s10ra/e\n\n.01010/0\n)y/eininjeininiv's\sieie:sisyeie e'ei9 47,008 82 
24,101 93 
Cash Balance forward to September, 1895... ...-+-++++ See eA sralaserege ote Stetterss eimai otatonate MtureyeYeieke spe Caereieys 5 
; = mts in Th Li are not actual cash transactions, but ole Re paynieete by transfer as ecuroent ihe! different 
ee enemas athe Departments, to show the net result of each. $71,110 75 
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VICE-PRESIDENTS. 


HON. J. L. CHAMBERLAIN, Maine, 

GEN. 0. O. HOWARD, Vermont, 

HON, GEORGE G. WRIGHT, Iowa, 
CORTLANDT PARKER, Esq., New Jersey. 
HON. FRANK M. COCKRELL, Missouri. 

HON, JOHN W. FOSTER, LL.D., Indiana, 
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REY. ALBERT 8, HUNT, D.D. 
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ROBERT LENOX BELKNAP, 
F, WOLCOTT JACKSON. 
JOHN CROSBY BROWN. 
GEORGE G. REYNOLDS. 
JAMES A. PUNDERFORD. 
JOHN TRUSLOW. 
GEORGE E. STERRY. 


TERM—1804 to 1898, 
CALEB B, KNEVALS. 
ANDREW C. ARMSTRONG, 
WILLIAM L. SKIDMORE. 
ANSON D., F. RANDOLPH. 
ALEXANDER E. ORR. 
GERARD BEEKMAN, 

E, FRANCIS HYDE. 
JOHN A. HARDENBERGH, 
H. D. NICOLL, M.D. 


TERM—1893 to 1897. 
8. VAN RENSSELAER CRUGER. 
CHARLES H. TRASK. 
WILLIAM HOYT. 
J. D. KURTZ CROOK, 
T. G. SELLEW. 
GEORGE FOSTER PEABODY. 
EZRA B. TUTTLE. 
JAMES 8S. BAKER. 
JOHN H. WASHBURN. . 


TERM—1892 to 1896, 
HENRY DICKINSON. 
HENRY A. OAKLEY. 
WILLIAM T. BOOTH. 
CHURCHILL H. CUTTING. 
JOHN S. PIERSON. 
DANIEL J. HOLDEN. 
ROBERT B. PARSONS, 
JOHN §. McLEAN. 


DISTRICT SUPERINTENDENTS. 


NAME AND POST-OFFICE ADDRESS, 
....Rev. E. M. Pipkin, Little Rock, Ark. 
... Rev, J, THOMPSON, D.D,, Oakland, Cal. 
Wreies Rev, H. P. MyErs, Barnesville, Ga. 


Mn Olea ee< caster es .. Rev, E. G. StH, Princeton, Ill. 
Indiana .-Rev. W. J. Viaus, Indianapolis, Ind. 
Towa....... ..-Rev, R. W. Hueuss, Des Moines, Iowa. 
Kansas -. Rev. J. H. Lockwoop, Salina, Ks. 


... Rev. G. S. SAVAGH, M.D., Winchester, Ky. 
Louisiana & Mississippi............Rev. J. W. McLaurin, New Orleans, La. 
Michigan & Wisconsin............. Rey. A. J. MEAD, Appleton, Wis. 


FIELD OF LABOR, NAME AND POST-OFFICE ADDRESS. 


Minnesota & N. & S. Dakota....... Rey. J. T. EVANS, Minneapolis, Minn. 
Missouri liz,.tc7 eect a cocene commie Rev. H. P. Bonn, St. Louis, Mo. 
Nebraska, Colorado, & Wyoming..Rev. E. CarR Conprt, Denver, Col. 

New Jersey & Delaware............. Rev. W. W. MOFFETT, D.D., Camden, N. J. 
New York 


Cat ett eo .+..Rev.D, K. VAN DOREN, Mechanicsville,N. Y, 
...Rev. T. H. Law, pD.D., Spartanburg, S.C. 


OHIO sneecaoa deneaoyne oe seaeeeeaeee Rey. E. 8. GILLETTE, Cleveland, Ohio. 
eae Utah Peano Mon-} Rev, P, C. HErZuEr, Salem, Oregon. 


tana, & Utah Terri 
...Rev. W. B. RANKIN, Austin, Tewas, 
West Wirginiatde-ceu.. ceca sees Rey. T. Cotton, Parkersburg, W. Va. 


BIBLES AND TESTAMENTS. 


The attention of the public is invited to the large assort- 
ment of Bibles and Testaments published by the Society, and 
for sale at cost at the Bible House in New York. 

The prices of Bibles vary from twenty cents to twenty-five 
dollars. Testaments from five cents upward. 


—— 


DIRECTIONS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


Letters relating to the general work of the Society in the 
United States or foreign lands, and requests for grants of 
books and communications for the Bible Society Record, 
should be addressed to “The Secretaries of the American 
Bible Society, Bible House, Astor Place, New York.” 

Letters transmitting funds, and those relating to accounts, 
fiscal reports, Life Memberships, and Legacies, should be 
addressed to ‘The Treasurer of the American Bible Society, 
Bible House, Astor Place, New York.” 

Orders for Bibles and Testaments, the Bible Society Record, 
etc., and letters in reference to the transmission of the same, 
should be addressed to “The General Agent of the American 
Bible Society, Bible House, Astor Place, New York.” 

Orders for books should be accompanied with payment, as 
the rule of the Society requires that all sales shall be for cash 
only. Wo books are supplied for sale on commission, but as a special 
inducement, a discount of ten per cent. from the catalogue prices is 
made to Auxiliary Societies and dealers in books. 


FORM OF A BEQUEST TO THE SOCIETY. 


I give and bequeath to the American Bible Society, formed 
in New York in the year eighteen hundred and sixteen, and 
incorporated in the year eighteen hundred and forty-one, the 
sum_of , to be applied to the charitable uses and 
purposes of said Society. 


BIBLE SOCIETY RECORD. 


The price of the Bible Society Record to subscribers, for 
1895, will be 30 cents a year, in advance, and the United — 
States postage in all cases will be prepaid by the Society. — 
Twelve copies will be sent to one address for three dollars, 
in advance. Any life director or life member of this Society 
may receive one copy free of postage by virtue of his mem- 
bership, on the simple condition that the request for it is renewed — 
annually, On the same condition a copy will be sent to pas- . 
tors of churches contributing directly to the funds of the 
Society. ~ : a 

Three copies will be sent, as heretofore, to the president, | 
secretary, and treasurer of each auxiliary from which remit- ; 
tances are received. Other copies may be ordered at the 
club rates; but the money should in all cases accompany 
the order. ; 4 

Every person who is entitled to the Record and fails t 
receive it, is specially requested to communicate the faet by 
letter or postal card, giving his post-office address. cS 


ENTERED AT THE POST-OFFICE AT NEW YORK, N. Y., AS SECOND-CLASS (MAIL) MATTER. 


a / 


